356	the collected works of mahatma gandhi
have expressed sincere satisfaction at the results
of the visit. mr. andrews spread a spirit of
sympathy and love all round and has contri-
buted much towards speedy settlement.
gandhi
Servants of India Society
27-?. LETTER TO RAOJIBHAI PATEL
gape town,
Maha Vad 30 [February 24, 1914]1
DEAR FRIEND,
Your letter about J, I have sent on to Doctor and the one
about M, I destroyed after reading. Putting that letter in his
hand might, I thought, have the wrong effect on him. Now I feel,
however, that you should communicate these views to him direct.
I have formed a very bad impression about him. It seemed to me
that, if he were to read your letter, he would be angry with you
and would run into sin, and that would have been a state far
worse than you have described. I thought later whether or no I
should send it on to him and in the end decided as above.
It is beyond all doubt that, if we keep back anything from one
whom we trust or give a false impression about us, we would come
to not good. And so J's and . . . *s sins have been regarded as
heinous. It is because of their extreme hypocrisy that they could
be guilty of such [sins]. If they had no mind to deceive, they
would, after they had turned into beasts under the urge of passion,
have soon become human beings again and stopped pursuing plea-
sure. One seems now to be back on the right path and the other
caught in the toils of desire and given over to hypocrisy.
[Bkssins from
mohandas]
[From Gujarati]
Mahaima Gandkijina Patro
1 This appears to have been written in 1914 when Gandhiji was in Cape
Town foar negotiations with Smuts.

